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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with Applicant's duty of candor under 37 CFR §1.56 and in compliance 
with 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98, Applicant submits the present Information Disclosure Statement 
and Form SB08 A. Copies of the listed references are included herewith. 

These references were either cited in the Background Art section of the patent application or 
in a Search Report completed on June 27, 2003, a copy of which was forwarded to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office concurrently with the filing of the patent application on October 8, 
2004. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the receipt of a first Office 
Action on the merits and constitutes a bona fide attempt to comply with 37 CFR §1.97 and 
§1.98.3 

German Patent No. 2851541 is not in the English language. DE 2851541 discloses a 
process for washing dishes in a household dishwashing machine equipped with a rinsing 
container.that is connected to a fresh water supply line and a soft water supply line leading out of 
an ion exchanger, which can be filled or emptied by means of a programming and fill level 
control device as well as controllable valves through which flow fresh, soft or mixed water for 
the subroutines - pre-rinsing, washing, interim rinsing, clear rinsing and drying - which can be 
selected, characterized in that the rinsing container can be filled with mixed water for cleaning 
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and interim rinsing, the water hardness of which can be set with a timed controllable fresh water 
supply and a subsequent soft supply to a programmable fill level. 

German Patent No. 291 1366 is also not in the English language. Claim 1 is as follows: 

Process for monitoring the fill level of the salt stock of a salt container needed to 
regenerate an ion exchanger in a dishwashing machine or a clothes washing machine, 
characterized in that the salt container is exposed to, irradiated or subjected to light or sound, and 
that the light or sound waves are reflected by the contents of the salt container and/or pass 
through it in a dampened fashion, and that in the event of any deviation of the reflection and/or 
through value from the set point, a signal is issued for the salt to be refilled. 

The are English abstracts attached to the remaining Non-English foreign patents cited in 
this Information Disclosure Statement. 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.97, the presentation of this information shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR §1 .56 exists, or as an admission that the information cited in this statement is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR §1 .56. 

Should the Examiner believe a fee is required, the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office is hereby authorized and requested to charge the fee to the deposit account of the 
undersigned firm, Account No. 20-1495. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant, applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 F or 
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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